
Models for Open Source Integrated 
Library Systems

Presented at the

New Jersey Library Association
Annual Conference

25 April 2007

Edward M. Corrado
The College of New Jersey

http://www.tcnj.edu/~corrado/



Agenda

● Free/Libre/Open-Source Software (FLOSS)
● Why an Open Source ILS?
● Koha
● Evergreen



Free/Libre/Open-Source Software

● Free as in Speech (Libre)
● Not necessarily Free as in Coffee (gratis)
● Free to redistribute
● Access to the Source Code

●Can modify the code
●Can redistribute those modifications

● No discrimination against people or fields of 
endeavor



Open Source Definition

“Generically, open source refers to a program in 
which the source code is available to the general 

public for use and/or modification from its 
original design free of charge, i.e., open.”

http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/O/open_source.html



Open Source does not 
(necessarily) mean...

● Non-supported
● Non-commercial
● Made by a couple of geeks in a garage 

wearing “Duran Duran” T-shirts



Advantages of Open Source

● Costs (initial and ongoing)
● Easier to evaluate
● Modifiable/Customizable
● Often better support for Open Standards
● No vendor lock-in



Open Source Success

● Software
– Linux
– Apache
– MySQL
– Firefox
– Thunderbird
– OpenOffice

● Companies
– Red Hat
– IBM
– Novell
– Sun



Why an Open Source ILS

● “Future Proof”
● Community
● More librarians/programmers, the better the 

software
● Software that does what you want, not what a 

marketing department of some company 
wants

● Vision



Why an Open Source ILS now?
● Uncertainty in the ILS marketplace
● Vendor support issues (costs, quality of 

support)
● Mergers and acquisitions of ILS vendors

– Endeavor / Ex Libris
– SirsiDynix (Horizon 8)



Why an Open Source ILS now?
● Better methods of 

communication/collaboration
● Open Standards
● Building Blocks in place
● Web 2.0
● Evolving Role of the ILS



Koha
● http://www.koha.org
● First Open Source ILS
● Developed in New 

Zealand, now used 
around the world

● Support available in 
USA from LibLime

http://www.koha.org/


Koha Modules

● Web OPAC
● Cataloging
● Circulation (including Patron Management)
● Acquisitions
● Serials
● Reserves (Holds)



KohaClassic OPAC (Search Results)



KohaClassic OPAC (Item Display)



KohaZOOM OPAC (Search Results)



KohaZOOM OPAC (Item Display)



Koha Circulation



Koha Cataloging (MARC Edit) 



Koha Reports



Koha Acquisitions



Evergreen

● http://www.open-ils.org/
● Written by, and for, the Georgia Public 

Library Service and its PINES program
● Support available in USA from LibLime and 

Equinox Software

http://www.open-ils.org/


Evergreen OPAC (Home Page)



Evergreen OPAC (Item View)



Evergreen OPAC (Item Browse)



Evergreen Circulation (User Editor)



Evergreen Circulation (Check Out)



Evergreen Cataloging (MARC Editor)



Evergreen Cataloging (Item Editor)



Evergreen Local Systems Admin



Open Source ILS: The Future?

● I'm not a psychic, however if you asked what 
I thought...                                                        
                   

● They will have even more features...
● More libraries will adopt them...
● More companies will support them...
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