
Edward M. Corrado, Systems Librarian
Eric Thul, Student Web Developer

Heather L. Moulaison, Cataloging/Modern Languages Librarian

The College of New Jersey
Presented at:

NJLA: April, 25, 2006

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 
 � � � � 	 � � � �
� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �


 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � �



! � � �  � � � � 
 � 
 � � � � 

• Topic: Engaging users by providing them with 

effor tless access to relevant new library holdings
• Question: Does current technology provide a way for  

us, a medium sized college library, to accomplish this?
• Rationale: To draw awareness to the library's evolving 

pr int collection while reinforcing the library's active 
role in scholarship

• Significance: By working together , librar ians, 
students, and the IT depar tment have been able to 
provide a useful service despite limited resources and 
have created a model for  others to follow
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• The acronym var ies by RSS version:

• RDF Site Summary (0.9, 1.0)
• Rich Site Summary (0.9x)
• Really Simple Syndication (2.0)

• " There is no consensus on what RSS stands for , so it 
is not an acronym, it is a name"  - Dave Winer  of 
User land

• “ Result Set Syndication” - Walter  Lewis (not a “ real”
definition, but it is a good way to think of it, 
especially for  this project)
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• Revisiting the Problem Statement:

• Topic: Engaging users by providing them with effor tless 
access to relevant new library holdings

• Question: Does current technology provide a way for  us, a 
medium sized college library, to accomplish this?

• Rationale: To draw awareness to the library's evolving pr int 
collection while reinforcing the library's active role in 
scholarship

• Significance: By working together , librar ians, students, and 
the IT depar tment have been able to provide a useful service 
despite limited resources and have created a model for  others 
to follow

• RSS feed is made available in Course Management System
• TCNJ's SOCS (Simple Online Courseware System)
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• Feed displays prominently within CMS
• Lists relevant recent monographic acquisitions
• Provides seamless, automatic syndication
• Is tailored to specific course
• Anticipates user  need
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• Will it be used?
• “ New Books L ist”  has proven to be popular
• Informal discussions with key stakeholders

• L ibrar ians
• Classroom faculty
• IT (SOCS designer , web master)

• Has another  Voyager  library done this (or  similar )? 
• Do we have the in-house exper tise to do this?
• Effor t vs. reward (I f you build it, will they come?)
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Consider the following flow chart outlining
the general model for our implementation:

CMS Displays
New Acquisitions

Stage 3

Stage 1 Stage 2

Library
Database SQL*Plus

XML File
(RSS 2.0)

Perl
Script
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Main Goals
• Determine which acquisitions are “ new”
• Report items in a flat file for further processing
• Maintain up-to-date information

Design Considerations
• Subjects for feeds

• LoC call number vs. LoC Subject Heading vs ???

• Fields to display
• Acquisition Date, ISBN, Title (245a), Title Statement 

(245), Location(s), LoC call number
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SQL*Plus Pseudo Code:

sel ect  di st i nct
i t em_cr eat e_dat e | | ' | ' | |
i sbn| | ' | ' | |
br i ef _t i t l e| | ' | ' | |   
…

f r om
bi b_r ecor d,
l ocat i on,  
…

wher e
suppr ess_i n_opac not  i n ( ' Y' )  and
cal l _number  bet ween ' QA'  and ' QB'  and
cal l _number  not  bet ween ' QA   71'  and ' QA   91'  and
. . .

or der  by
l ocat i on,
. . .
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Main Goals

• Process the flat file of new acquisitions
• Format each field accordingly
• Generate XML files

Design Considerations
• The Per l programming language

• Rich text processing, robust pattern matching, familiar ity
• “ Makes the easy jobs easy and the hard jobs possible”

--Programming Per l. Wall, Chr istiansen, Orwant

• RSS Version
• Version 0.90 vs. Version 0.91/1.0 vs. Version 2.0
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Consider the following flow chart outlining
the basic approach:

Flat-file of
Library 

Records

from 
SQL*Plus

Perl 
Script

XML File 
(RSS 2.0)

Config
File

Inside “Stage 2”
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Plain Text “ lst”  flat file:

Sat ,  13 AUG 2005 13: 57: 37 EDT| 1580257259 | . . .
Fr i ,  12 AUG 2005 14: 13: 37 EDT| 0873534980 ( pbk. )  | . . .
Thu,  28 JUL 2005 16: 24: 55 EDT| 0766832279 ( pbk. )  | . . .   
Thu,  28 JUL 2005 14: 34: 05 EDT| 0325005060 ( pbk. )  | . . .
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Plain Text Configuration File:

channel - t i t l e=" New Mat hemat i cs Books"
channel - descr i pt i on=" Mat hemat i cs"
channel - i t emf i l e=" mat h. l st "

channel - t i t l e=" New Test  Books"
channel - descr i pt i on=" Test "
channel - i t emf i l e=" t est . l s t "
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Perl Script Pseudo Code:
Read conf i g f i l e f or  channel  met a- dat a

For  each channel

Par se associ at ed f l at  f i l e

Spl i t  by t he pi pe del i mi t er

Cr eat e i nt er nal  dat a st r uct ur e

For mat  each cat egor y accor di ngl y

Cr eat e RSS channel

For  each el ement  of  i nt er nal  st r uct ur e

I nser t  el ement  i nt o RSS channel

End For

End For

Wr i t e RSS f i l e t o di sk
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RSS 2.0 File:

<?xml  ver si on=" 1. 0"  encodi ng=" US- ASCI I " ?>
<r ss ver si on=" 2. 0" >

<channel >
<t i t l e>New Mat hemat i cs Books</ t i t l e>
. . .
<i t em>

<t i t l e>SAS Syst em f or  r egr essi on</ t i t l e>
<l i nk>ht t p: / / . . . </ l i nk>
<descr i pt i on>

SAS Syst em f or  r egr essi on /  
Rudol f  J.  Fr eund,  Ramon C.  Li t t el l .  
Locat i on:  Gener al  Col l ect i on.  
Cal l  Number :  QA276. 4 . F74 2000

</ descr i pt i on>
<aut hor >. . . </ aut hor >
<pubDat e>Sat ,  13 AUG 2005 13: 57: 37 EDT</ pubDat e>

</ i t em>
. . .

</ channel >
</ r ss>
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• CPAN, repository for free public Perl code

• XML::RSS module authored by

• Original code: Jonathan Eisenzopf 

<eisen@pobox.com>

• Further changes: Rael Dornfest 

<rael@oreilly.com>
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Main Goals
• Accept RSS 2.0 files
• Display new acquisitions to the community
• Allow for  display alternatives (aggregators/news 

readers)

Design Considerations
• Course Management Software

• SOCS, in-house CMS software

• Subject Guides
• Web pages within the library's site
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By implementing RSS feeds, the benefits include…

1. Maintains library’s relevancy to campus community 
in digital environment

2. Spotlights and encourages local skills and talents as 
par t of the collaborative nature of the project

3. Provides library outreach for  scholarship and 
teaching 

4. Improves library visibility while encouraging 
learning through use of adver tised holdings

5. Provides users with easily-accessible method for  
accessing new and relevant library holdings 
information on topics they need, when they need 
them
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In the increasingly digital campus environment:
• Promotes library relevancy in campus’s online 

information environment
• Markets library and OPAC holdings to targeted users 

in campus CMS
• Informs users who do not browse the library regular ly
• Provides information to users without requir ing them 

to find quality feeds or  set them up
• Answers a call in the library lit. (Byrne, 2005)

• Suppor ts distance-education initiatives, providing a 
“ link”  to the br ick and mortar  campus
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Implementing the project in a library:
• Is feasible with basic on-campus/in-house exper tise

• Does not require high-budget software
• Does not require outsourced programming

• Provides librar ians an opportunity to collaborate 
within and outside of the library walls
• Involves collaboration among diverse kinds of 

librar ians (systems, public services, technical 
services)

• Can recruit talented student IT workers
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As an aid to teaching and learning in higher  education:
• Highlights the dynamic nature of the collection and the 

academic suppor t provided by the library
• I llustrates the continued relevancy of the br ick and 

mortar  library
• “ Intellectual hub”  of the campus community

• Provides library faculty an opportunity to 
mentor /work meaningfully with students

• Demonstrates library’s willingness to collaborate with 
other  depar tments on campus (IT) and vice versa

• Provides library follow-through on commitment to  
suppor t online education initiatives
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RSS feed project, as a boon to library operations:
• Functions as a vir tual “ New Book”  area
• Streamlines information in RSS display to include only 

acquisitions relevant to the subject matter  of the course
• Targets a specific group of scholars/students at appropr iate time
• Provides an effor tless method for  students and faculty to know 

when new books are available at the library
• Addresses call to embed library collections and services in 

users’  workflows (Dempsey, 2005)

--We project that the visibility of new holdings in CMS 
will generate interest and increase new book circulation 
in library
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Effor tless Access to Information on Relevant New 
Monographic Holdings
• Inspires student cur iosity in subject matter  by 

displaying titles representative of latest trends in the 
field
• Assurance that title IS there and available

• Provides seamless access to OPAC for  fur ther  
browsing (via hyper link to bib. record)
• Encourages users to access OPAC directly from 

CMS 
• Encourages general use of the OPAC as a research 

tool
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• In response to Education’s call for  library visibility 
in CMS (i.e. Cohen, 2002)

• Offers alternative to Google for  information 
searching in online environment

• Showcases library holdings at “ point of need”
• Generates general student and faculty interest in 

library holdings
• Volume of new books!
• Newness of acquisitions!
• Catchiness of titles!
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• Collaboration for  fun and profit

• Still a work in progress

• Other  uses of the “ New Library Acquisitions”  RSS 
feeds

• In aggregators, such as Thunderbird
• In Subject &  Class guides
• In the L ibrary website
• In other  TCNJ websites
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