
Social Tagging: Community Tagging or
Personal Tagging in Communities?

Edward M. Corrado

Panel:
Tagging and Social Networks: The Impact of
Communities on User Centered Tagging

(SIG TAG, SIG KM and SIG CR)

ASIS&T
23 October2007

flickr.com/photos/frogmuseum2/114349194/



code4lib
● An “organic” self-selected community
● No official structure or leadership
● E-mail list
● Web site
● IRC (Internet Relay Chat)
● Planet code4lib blog aggregator
● Conference
● Journal



a (very) brief introduction to tagging
with del.icio.us

photo from Beige Alert: http://flickr.com/photos/beigephotos/1510974843/





post to del.icio.us





del.icio.us
● “A collection of favorites”
● Primarily a way to save your bookmarks on line
● Can also:

– Share
– Tag
– Discover

● Folksonomy



code4lib: sharing bookmarks

Tagger
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Bookmarks displayed from del.icio.us



IRC “Bot” displays news from
planet code4lib
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social (definition)
Adj.
1. a. Living together in communities.
b. Of or relating to communal living.
c. Of or relating to human society and its modes of organization:

social classes; social problems; a social issue.

2. Living together in organized groups or similar close aggregates:
Ants are social insects.
3. Involving allies or members of a confederacy.
4. Of or relating to the upper classes.
5. a. Inclined to seek out or enjoy the company of others; sociable.
b. Spent in or marked by friendly relations or companionship.
c. Intended for convivial activities.

6. Of, relating to, or occupied with matters affecting human welfare:
social programs.

Noun
An informal social gathering, as of the members of a church
congregation.



in other words...
● It takes into account so form of..

– Community
– Commune
– Confederacy
– Organization
– etc.

Photo by mcav0y: http://flickr.com/photos/mcav0y/451448348/



Are people really tagging socially?
● Do people think “Social” when tagging?
● When people are actively tagging for a
community, does it change the types of tags
they use?

● If not, is it really “Social” tagging?”



Golder & Huberman's 7 kinds of tags
● Identify what (or who) it is about

– Topics/ usually common nouns (dog, cat, linux)
● Identifying what it is

– Kind of thing (article, blog, book)
● Identify who owns it

– Based on who owns/created bookmark
(via.inkdroid, from:john)

● Refining categories
– Numbers, colors (20, black)

Scott Golder and Bernardo A. Huberman. (2006). "Usage Patterns of
Collaborative TaggingSystems." Journal of Information Science, 32(2).
198-208. Avaialble http://www.hpl.hp.com/research/idl/papers/tags/
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kinds of tags (con't)
● Identifying qualities or characteristics

– Similar to Kipp's affective (emotional) tags
– (funny, cute, stupid, crazy)

● Self reference
– Tags beginning with my, such as mystuff,
mycomments

● Task organizing
– Similar to Kipp's time and task related tags
– (toread, jobsearch, @todo)

Kipp, Margaret E.I. (2006) @toread and Cool: Tagging for Time,
Task and Emotion. Available http://dlist.sir.arizona.edu/1633/



methodology



totals

Total Bookmarks: 265 (115 w/ code4lib; 150 without)
Total Tags: 872

Average # Tags per bookmark with code4lib tag: 3.70
(2.704 if code4lib tag is ignored)

Average # Tags per bookmark without code4lib tag: 2.97



findings / discussion
● It appears that individual users may use
different types of terms when tagging for the
cmmunity

● Overall, no significance found relating to the
types of tags (Wilcoxon Signed-Ranked Test)

● The difference in the number of tags used,
however was significant ( = 0.01)

● More study needed
– Near misses on significance
– Larger dataset
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