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Course Management Systems (CMS)Course Management Systems (CMS)

•• As a secure online environmentAs a secure online environment

–– Supporting faceSupporting face--toto--face instruction face instruction 

–– Replacing classroom experience altogetherReplacing classroom experience altogether

1 course shell = 1 class section1 course shell = 1 class section
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CMS productsCMS products

•• BlackBoardBlackBoard

•• WebCTWebCT

•• MoodleMoodle

•• Sakai Sakai 

•• eCollege/eCompanioneCollege/eCompanion

•• Home grownHome grown

•• InstitutionsInstitutions may use one or more of these may use one or more of these 
productsproducts
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How are How are CMSsCMSs used for instruction? used for instruction? 

•• Each CMS has different featuresEach CMS has different features……

•• InstructorInstructor
–– Customize shell for class (color, modules used, etc.)Customize shell for class (color, modules used, etc.)

–– See roster and photos of studentsSee roster and photos of students

–– Can post syllabi, assignments, calendar, Web links, etc.Can post syllabi, assignments, calendar, Web links, etc.

–– May post and calculate gradesMay post and calculate grades

–– Communicate with students through Communicate with students through ““announcementsannouncements”” and mass and mass 
emailsemails

–– Can create online quizzes Can create online quizzes 

–– Use html function to create Web pageUse html function to create Web page
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CMS for usersCMS for users

•• StudentsStudents
–– Post preferred contact information, customize space Post preferred contact information, customize space 

(add personal photo, etc.)(add personal photo, etc.)

–– Use online discussion boardsUse online discussion boards

–– Use chat rooms (workspace for group projects)Use chat rooms (workspace for group projects)

–– Submit assignments electronicallySubmit assignments electronically

–– Check course reserves (library presence!)Check course reserves (library presence!)

•• LibrariansLibrarians
–– May be included with May be included with ““studentstudent”” status in a classstatus in a class

–– Some systems allow to be added as Some systems allow to be added as ““TATA”” or even or even 
““librarianlibrarian””
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CMS at TCNJ: SOCSCMS at TCNJ: SOCS

•• Simple Online Courseware System (SOCS)Simple Online Courseware System (SOCS)

–– InIn--house house 

–– ITIT--maintainedmaintained
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The College of New Jersey Library, The College of New Jersey Library, 

Ewing, New Jersey, USAEwing, New Jersey, USA
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Like Google, academic librariesLike Google, academic libraries……

1.1. Can also be available at the point of needCan also be available at the point of need

2.2. Have an OPAC thatHave an OPAC that’’s users user--friendly, toofriendly, too

But moreover, academic librariesBut moreover, academic libraries

•• Are designed to support scholarshipAre designed to support scholarship

•• Can help students reconcile Can help students reconcile ““onlineonline”” life life 
and and ““offlineoffline”” resources resources 

–– Can actively advertise in the Can actively advertise in the onlineonline campus campus 
environment by displaying new acquisitions environment by displaying new acquisitions 
in the CMSin the CMS
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RSSRSS

•• Really Simple Syndication (RSS 2.0)Really Simple Syndication (RSS 2.0)

•• Rich Site Summary (RSS 0.91)Rich Site Summary (RSS 0.91)

•• RDF Site Summary (RSS 0.9, 1.0)RDF Site Summary (RSS 0.9, 1.0)

•• ““Result Set SyndicationResult Set Syndication”” (Walter Lewis)(Walter Lewis)

•• Atom (a newer XML Atom (a newer XML syndicationsyndication format)format)

•• Issues can ariseIssues can arise……
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Anatomy of an RSS feedAnatomy of an RSS feed

•• Channel :Channel :

–– Title (TCNJ Library Title (TCNJ Library –– New Music Books)New Music Books)

–– Hyperlink (http://Hyperlink (http://www.tcnj.eduwww.tcnj.edu))

–– Description (Description (““This News feed lists new This News feed lists new 

acquisitions by TCNJ Library in the area of acquisitions by TCNJ Library in the area of 

MusicMusic””))

–– ItemsItems

–– Other details (author, date, etc.)Other details (author, date, etc.)
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Anatomy of a RSS feed itemAnatomy of a RSS feed item

•• Same Basic Parts of the Feed (Title, Hyperlink, Same Basic Parts of the Feed (Title, Hyperlink, 

Description, etc.) Description, etc.) 

•• What to put where?What to put where?

–– Title: Brief title (245a)Title: Brief title (245a)

–– Hyperlink: Direct link to item in catalogHyperlink: Direct link to item in catalog

–– Description: (Everything else!)Description: (Everything else!)

•• Long Title (whole 245)Long Title (whole 245)

•• LocationLocation

•• Call NumberCall Number
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Example of an RSS itemExample of an RSS item
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Technical detailsTechnical details
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More technical informationMore technical information

•• More details are available at: More details are available at: 

http://www.tcnj.edu/~library/rss/http://www.tcnj.edu/~library/rss/

•• Code is available, but not Code is available, but not ““Plug and PlayPlug and Play””

•• Need some knowledge of PERL and access Need some knowledge of PERL and access 

to the server (but not a lot)to the server (but not a lot)

•• Code designed for Voyager, but could be Code designed for Voyager, but could be 

modified for other ILSmodified for other ILS
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RSS feeds in SOCSRSS feeds in SOCS
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RSS feeds in theoryRSS feeds in theory

Serve eServe e--patrons, while . . . patrons, while . . . 

•• Answering educationAnswering education’’s call for more library s call for more library 

visibility in the CMS visibility in the CMS 

•• Showing relevancy of libraryShowing relevancy of library’’s evolving s evolving 

print collections in the digital age print collections in the digital age 

•• Spotlighting and encouraging local skills Spotlighting and encouraging local skills 

and talents without burdening any library and talents without burdening any library 

department or area department or area 

•• Serving as an electronic Serving as an electronic ““new booksnew books”” areaarea
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RSS feeds in practiceRSS feeds in practice

•• Discussions with Discussions with ““NewNew--ishish”” FacultyFaculty

–– What Library resources do they want in the What Library resources do they want in the 

CMS?CMS?

•• Used in RSS readersUsed in RSS readers

–– New DVD Feed was 3rd most used resource New DVD Feed was 3rd most used resource 

on Library portion of TCNJ Web siteon Library portion of TCNJ Web site

•• Inclusion in Web pagesInclusion in Web pages

–– Departmental Web sitesDepartmental Web sites

–– Subject GuidesSubject Guides
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RSS feeds in Library subject guidesRSS feeds in Library subject guides
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The Library needs to be in the CMSThe Library needs to be in the CMS

•• The students are there and they expect The students are there and they expect 

the resources to be therethe resources to be there

–– OneOne--stop shoppingstop shopping

•• ““Why are course guides on the library Web Why are course guides on the library Web 

site and not in SOCS?site and not in SOCS?””

•• CMS being pushed on campusCMS being pushed on campus

•• Danger of libraries being marginalized in Danger of libraries being marginalized in 

the online environmentthe online environment
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Analog v. Google in the CMS: Analog v. Google in the CMS: 

RSS Feeds to the Rescue!RSS Feeds to the Rescue!

THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!

Heather L. Moulaison / Edward M. Heather L. Moulaison / Edward M. CorradoCorrado

moulaison@tcnj.edumoulaison@tcnj.edu / / corrado@tcnj.educorrado@tcnj.edu

http://http://www.tcnj.edu/~library/rsswww.tcnj.edu/~library/rss


